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Kehinde Wiley: Discovering a New Republic
This unit was developed by Mrs. Ashlie Dempsey, a Language Arts teacher at
Byrnedale Elementary School, as a part of a collaboration project between the Toledo
Museum of Art and area educators. The unit consists of pre- and post- visit lesson plans
to accompany a museum field trip. It is intended for 6th–8th grade students.
Standards Being Addressed
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.7.1
Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse
partners on grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.7.2
Analyze the main ideas and supporting details presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually,
quantitatively, orally) and explain how the ideas clarify a topic, text, or issue under study.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.2
Write informatively/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the
selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.

Unit Goals
•

Students will read different articles about Kehinde Wiley, summarize them, and create informational slide
shows about some of his most famous paintings, as well as the “original” paintings that inspired his art.

•

Students will write explanatory texts comparing and contrasting an example of Wiley’s artwork to the
“original” artwork that inspired it.

Museum Visit Type and Goals
Kehinde Wiley: A New Republic
•

View Wiley’s special exhibit in order to find a work that personally inspires each student.

•

Participate in visual literacy writing activity to further develop skills in this area, which will help students
write a detailed explanatory piece that compares and contrasts.
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Lesson Title/Goals			

Relationship to Unit Goals

Pre-Visit

Introduction to Kehinde Wiley

Students need to understand background information
about Wiley in order to understand his artwork. Students
also need to practice writing their explanatory text and
using their close looking and describing skills. Back to
Back drawing will also help demonstrate how important it
is to be specific while writing and describing.

(several lessons)

•

•

•

Museum
Visit

Post-Visit

Read the Toledo Blade article,
Portraits transplant modern black
people into classic imagery and
summarize as a class
Independently, students will find
other articles (teacher will have a
list of approved articles on Google
docs) to read more about Wiley
and practice summarizing on
their own
Participate in Back to Back
Drawing using TMA playing cards
to help students practice their
close looking skills

Kehinde Wiley: A New Republic
•

View Wiley’s artwork and
engage in different visual literacy
activities to help familiarize
students with his large body of
work and to practice close looking

Assess with Writing
•

Students will use resources
(online as well as the TMA Wiley
book) to identify a Wiley piece
that speaks to them. They will
find a classic piece to compare
to Wiley’s: one of their choosing,
or one that Wiley specifically
replicated in his style, e.g. Wiley’s
Napoleon Leading the Army Over
the Alps was inspired by JacquesLouis David’s famous painting
Napoleon Crossing the Alps

•

Students will complete a detailed
Venn diagram comparing the
two works of art. Students will
write an explanatory paper that
compares and contrasts the two
works and shares them with small
groups or the class.

Students will enjoy seeing Wiley’s art in real life, and not
just on a screen or in a book. Engaging in visual literacy
skills will help them write better descriptions in their
compare/contrast explanatory papers after the visit.

Creating a Venn diagram during the prewriting stage will
help students organize their thoughts before writing the
explanatory paper.

Pre-Visit Lesson Plan: Give One, Get One
Step 1:
Provide for students a series of news articles about Kehinde Wiley. Examples can be found in the Toledo Blade
(http://www.toledoblade.com/Art/2017/02/05/Kehinde-Wiley-s-regal-portraits-transplant-modern-blackpeople-into-classic-imagery.html) and on Kehinde Wiley’s website (http://kehindewiley.com/works/a-newrepublic/). Have students read about Kehinde Wiley independently.

Step 2:
Using the information the students have learned from the articles they read earlier, review with students the ideas
behind the exhibit and discuss the lack of people of color in classical art. Discuss Wiley’s unique practice of “street
casting” to help students get a better understanding of the effort behind the artwork.

Step 3:
Ask the students to find a partner for the Back to Back Drawing activity. You will need a number of images or objects
that the students are unfamiliar with.

Step 4:
Assign one student in each pair (Describer) to describe an image* to the Drawer. Try to select something that is
unfamiliar to both students. *Three-dimensional objects work best for this exercise, but photographs of objects or twodimensional images can also work.

Step 5:
Activity (5–10 minutes for drawing)
1.
2.
3.
4.

Place partners back to back. Describer: stands facing the image.
Describer: conducts object observation, describing the chosen image to the Drawer.
Describer is allowed to describe the object using any language or information they choose.
Drawer: draws image as it is being described.

RULES:
The Drawer CANNOT ask any questions, even if it is just a question of clarification or asking the Describer to
speaker louder. The Describer CANNOT look at the Drawer’s drawing.

Step 6:
When drawing is complete, Drawer should reveal drawing to Describer.

Step 7:
Switch roles and repeat Steps 2–4 with a new image.

Step 8:

Ask the larger group to consider the following:
Ask the students to tell you some of the challenges they encountered.
Ask the students what strategies they used to create their descriptions.
What kinds of vocabulary did they use? Did they encounter something that they didn’t have an adequate
word to describe? How did they deal with this challenge?
Would it have been easier or more difficult had the Drawer been able to ask questions?
When do you need to give descriptions in “real life”? How might you improve these directions?

Pre-Visit Lesson Plan: Give One, Get One
Optional Extension Activity:
Have students pick a classical piece of art from the Toledo Museum of Art collection and try to recreate it in art, or
using a combination of art and words. Ask students to think about updating the classical piece so it fits their own
culture and era. Students can share their work with the class or in small groups.

Post Visit Lesson Plan: Compare and Contrast Essay
Step 1:
Ask students to compare and contrast two pieces of art in an explanatory essay. Have students use evidence from the
artwork to support their points.

Step 2:
Have students share their essays with their families at home, educating family members about Kehinde Wiley and a
work of classical art.

Optional Extension Activity:
Have students practice writing a business letter by writing to Kehinde Wiley at his New York Studio. The contact
address is on his website. Students can write in pairs or individually and share their feelings and reactions about the
trip with Mr. Wiley.

